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Find that
Perfect Gift

at one of the many magical
GTA ChrisTmAs mArkeTs

story Sarah McGodrick

Toronto Christmas Market, Toronto
November 15 to December 23

Probably the most iconic Christmas event in 

Canada, the Toronto Christmas Market takes 

place in the Distillery Historic District. Set 

to a traditional European Christmas theme, 

small wooden chalets are set up throughout 

the grounds where visitors can discover old-

world arts and crafts, tasty treats and tra-

ditional Christmas gifts. This event captures 

the entire holiday season with an extensive 

calendar of events and activities geared to ev-

ery age. Avoid the lines by buying your tickets 

ahead of time online. Learn more at www.to-

rontochristmasmarket.com

Holiday Street Market, Milton
December 1 to December 8

Downtown Milton will be filled with the 

sights and sounds of Christmas at the annual 

Holiday Street Market. This event captures 

the traditional elements of Christmas sur-

rounded by the historic backdrop of this heri-

tage community. An artisan market will offer 

Christmas treats and gifts. A fire pit lounge is 

a perfect place to enjoy a cup of hot chocolate. 

To escape the chilly weather, many indoor 

workshops, and activities in local community 

buildings. 

To learn more about this family-friendly 

event visit www.holidaystreetmarket.com

Winter Festival of Lights/Cascades of 
Fire/Deck the Halls, Niagara Falls
Events begin November 3 

The beauty and magic of Christmas are on 

The holidays are here and it’s time to take in all the sights and sounds of the festive season. This area is 
home to many unique Christmas markets that will make gift giving and indulging your sweet tooth easy. 

Find a unique handcrafted gift or enjoy old-world Christmas tradition as you take in some of the best 
Christmas festivals this side of the North Pole.
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display at the annual Winter Festival of Lights 

in Niagara Falls. See stunning outdoor lighting 

displays featuring more than 2 million lights. 

Opening Ceremonies begin on November 3 

with music, food, and activities in Queen Vic-

toria Park. The annual Cascades of Fire hap-

pens on November 9 featuring elaborate fire-

works displays over Niagara Falls. Festivities 

continue with Deck the Falls running from No-

vember 30 to December 14th. This elaborate 

walking tour features food, holiday beverages, 

entertainment and plenty of photo opportuni-

ties. To purchase tickets to Deck the Falls or 

learn more about the many free events held 

during the festival visit www.wfol.com.

Christkindl Market, Kitchener
December 6 - 8

A taste of German Tradition can be found at 

the Christkindl Market in Kitchener. Old-world 

tradition is brought together through food, 

music, and activities geared to all ages. Deco-

rated wooden huts line the halls of Kitchener 

City Hall where guests can sample traditional 

Christmas foods and other delights. Outside 

an additional 90 vendors have even more gift 

ideas to help you fill stockings. Live demon-

strations including blacksmithing and folklore 

characters add to the holiday experience. 

To learn more visit www.christkindl.ca.

Craftadian Christmas Handmade 
Market, Hamilton
December 1, 10 am – 4pm

The Craftadian Christmas Handmade Mar-

ket is the perfect place to find that special gift 

from the heart. More than 75 vendors and ar-

tisans offer everything from crafts to food to 

jewellery. Relax to the sounds of the season 

as musicians perform a selection of holiday 

favourites. Food trucks will also be on hand 

to offer a mix of traditional holiday treats and 

food truck favourites. Craftadian is held at 

McMaster Innovation Park.

Details about this event can be found at 

craftadian.ca

Seasons Christmas Show, Mississauga 
November 16- 18

Get your holidays started with all things 

Christmas at the Seasons Christmas Show 

at The International Centre in Mississauga. 

Everything you need for decorating and en-

tertaining is available from more than 300 

exhibitors. The Makeful Market features a 

select 80 local vendors with locally crafted 

and designed pieces. A number of seminars 

and workshops will also be offered during the 

event so you can create the perfect holiday 

flare for your home. Stop by The Polar Bar to 

enjoy holiday spirits and beer. Sing along to 

your holiday favourites with musicians Melo-

dious Vibes and Stacey Renee. Special guest 

musicians from the University of Toronto mu-

sic program will also be on hand to offer their 

unique twist on Christmas tunes. Free parcel 

wrapping is available. Tickets available at the 

door or online at www.seasonchristmasshow.

com

Downtown Oakville Christmas Cheer, 
Oakville
Dec. 1,2,8,9,15,16

Historic downtown Oakville will be filled 

with holiday spirit at the annual Holiday Cheer 

festival. Running over the course of 3 week-

ends, this event gives you plenty of opportuni-

ties to fill every stocking on your list. Carol-

lers will fill the air with holiday songs, while 

guests can enjoy a horse-drawn carriage ride 

along the Lakeshore Road where they will 

see beautifully decorated homes. Pictures 

with Santa will be available every Saturday 

in Towne Square. To learn more visit www.

oakvilledowntown.com

Christmas At The Lighthouse, Port 
Credit
December 1

The iconic Port Credit Lighthouse will be 

the beacon for Christmas fun at the annual 

Christmas at the Lighthouse. This event in-

cludes pictures with Santa, interactive ice 

sculptures and plenty of activities for the kids 

including crafts and storytellers. An artisan 

market will give you the chance to try unique 

and traditional Christmas treats and scratch 

a few names off the shopping list. Proceeds 

from this event go to The Compass. Christmas 

at the Lighthouse is held at 1 pm. To learn 

more visit www.portcredit.com
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